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of burden. Another trace of Moorish influence to be identified in
Brazil is the idealization of the fat woman as a type of beauty, an
ideal that was so firmly fixed in the minds of the- colonial generations
and those under the Empire.84 And still another: the fondness for
voluptuous tub or "canoe" baths,85 as well as for the sound of running
water in the gardens of the Big Houses. Burton came upon various
reminiscences of Moorish customs in nineteenth-century Brazil. That
of having the children recite in concert the multiplication table and
their spelling lesson reminded him of Mohammedan schools.86 And
having traveled into the interior of Minas and Sao Paulo, he there
found the women going to Mass clad in the mantilla, their faces
almost wholly covered in the manner of the Arab women. In the
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries veils and mantillas
were to be seen all over Brazil, giving to feminine fashions an air that
was more Oriental than European. The veils were a sort of "black
domino," funereal cloaks in which many of the Portuguese beauties,
went shrouded, as they are described by Sebastiao Jose Pedroso in
his Itinerary, in speaking of the women of the Kingdom.87

And let us not forget that our colonial grandmothers always pre-
ferred rugs and mats to armchairs and stuffed sofas, thus leaning to
Oriental custom rather than to the refinements of European taste.
In the house and even in church it was upon cool pipiri88 mats that
they seated themselves, legs crossed in Moorish fashion, their tiny
feet covered by their skirts. "When they go visiting," we learn from
a seventeenth-century Dutch manuscript, with reference to the Luso-
Brazilian women, "they first of all send ahead to announce their
coming; the mistress of the house then seats herself upon a beautiful
Turkish carpet, made of silk and spread out on the floor, and waits
for her women friends, who take their places on the rug beside her,
sitting like tailors, but with their feet covered, for it would be a great
shame for them to permit anyone to see their feet."89

84 "One of the greatest compliments      Miriho, etc. (Itinerary of Lisbon and
that can be paid a lady is to tell her      Viana do Minho), in Leite de Vas-
that she is becoming fatter and more      concellos: Ensaios Etnograficos (Eth-
beautiful," notes George Gardner in      nographic Essays)  (Lisbon, 1910).   .
Travels in the Interior of Brazil, Prin-          8S The pipiri is a herbaceous plant
cipally through the Northern Prov-      of the Ciperace<e family (Rhynchos-
inces (London, 1886).                                pora storea). (Translator,)

85 So called because the bath had          89The account tells us that when
the shape of a canoe. (Translator.)          the    seventeenth-century    senhoras

86 Richard F. Burton: Explorations     went out, it was in hammocks with
of the Highlands of the Brazil (Lon-     rugs thrown over them, or else they
don, 1869).                                                    went cloistered in palanquins. They

87 Itinerario de Lisboa e Viana do      were  clad  in costly  apparel,  with